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harvesting and sowing. This is all done through play. The six-
and seven-year-olds learn to handle tools, which we in this
country, in our ignorance, often prevent children from using.
Everywhere I was told that accidents were almost unknown, and,
from my personal, even though limited, experience, I see no
reason for doubting the truth of this statement.
The second feature is the cultivation of the collective outlook
and attitude. All the care in the world is given to the develop-
ment of the individual, but the individual is developed for the
collective good. Through his play and his work the child is
encouraged to think collectively. There is much play material
which can only be utilised by collective effort. This process of
collectivising the child has been considerably slowed down in
recent years. Soviet educationists are coming to realise that even
a small child requires time to be alone, requires the possibility
of working on its own. Much time is now allowed for individual
self-expression, and the collectivising process has been adapted
to suit more nearly the age and the stage of the child.
The last peculiar feature is the extent to which self-govern-
ment prevails. Nothing is done for the child which he can
conceivably do for himself, either alone or with other children's
help. This applies so far only to the institutions; parents in the
home are even more backward in this respect in the TLS.S.R.
than in this country. As much as is possible is left in the hands
of the children: order, tidiness of rooms, care of toys and
apparatus, cleanliness, laying tables, etc. The small groups in
the creches, the small classes—twenty-five in the nursery-infant
school—make self-government and self-discipline feasible. That
primitive form of barbarism, corporal punishment, is a punish-
able offence in the U.S.S.R. Throughout, the attempt is made to
find a positive incentive to good behaviour. Where this fails,
public opinion in the form of group criticism, the waU-nero-
paper, etc., is normally a sufficient deterrent to aatl-soeial
behaviour. Where these simple remedies fail, the school child-
psychologist examines the child and enquires into home condi-
tions. Wtea necessary* measures axe taken to improve these*

